PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

ADOPTED  BY 

THE  UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA, 

In  General  Meeting,  Sept.  18,  1867. 


Whereas,  This  League  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
the  National  Government,  and  the  measures  adopted  by  its  authority 
for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  of  discountenancing  by  all 
proper  means  and  influences  that  disloyal  spirit  which  was  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  slavery  and  treason,  and  animated  all  the  conventions  and 
councils  of  the  Democratic  party. 

And  whereas,  The  efforts  of  the  Democratic  party,  now  led  by  a 
weak  and  faithless  man  in  the  accidental  exercise  of  the  Presidential 
office,  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  rebellion  by  a  war  upon  Congress, 
by  the  nullification  of  the  laws,  by  insidious  attacks  upon  the  public 
credit  and  by  their  apparent  sympathy  with  prominent  traitors,  prove 
that  the  work  of  loyalty  is  not  yet  accomplished,  and  admonish  us 
of  serious  dangers  to  the  public  peace,  which  would  be  greatly  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  success  of  that  party  in  the  pouplar  elections  now  at 
hand. 

1.  Therefore  Resolved ,  That  we  do  most  earnestly  invoke  the 
loyal  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  to  a  serious  consideration  of  our  present 
political  condition,  and  to  the  importance  of  a  united  and  vigorous 
effort  to  hasten  the  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  and  tranquilize  the 
country  by  the  defeat  of  the  Democratic  party  and  all  its  candidates 
at  the  approaching  election. 

2.  That  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  having  for  their  object  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Union  on  the  basis  of  liberty  and  justice  to  all 
men,  reflecting  as  they  do  the  loyal  sentiment  of  the  country,  offer  to 
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the  people  of  the  South  the  most  favorable  terms,  upon  which  they 
can  reasonably  hope  to  be  reinvested  with  the  rights  they  voluntarily 
relinquished,  in  their  mad  attempt  to  destroy  the  government  which 
conferred  them. 

3.  That  the  public  acts  of  Congress  under  the  Constitution  are  the 
supreme  laws  of  the  land ;  that  it  is  no  less  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  see  that  they  are  faithfully  executed,  than  it  is  of  the  people  to 
obey  them ;  that  whether  those  laws  relate  to  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Union  or  to  other  subjects,  every  attempt  of  the  President  to 
frustrate  or  delay  the  execution  of  them,  is  a  violation  of  his  trust 
and  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  his  office. 

4.  Resolved,  That  impeachment  is  the  sole  defence  of  the  people 
against  the  incapacity ,  negligence ,  or  perfidy  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
(Madison). 

That  with  a  vino  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  impeachment ,  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  a  right  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
Jill  public  officers  under  the  Government ,  and  in  such  a  case ,  the 
SAFETY  of  the  Republic  is  the  supreme  law;  and  the  power 
of  the  House  in  pursuit  of  this  object ,  reaches  the  most  secret  recesses 
of  the  Executive  department.  (James  K.  Polk). 

That  the  abuse  of  power  conferred  upon  the  President  may  be  as 
criminal  as  the  usurpation  of  power  which  has  not  been  granted ,  and 
would  justify  the  House  of  Representatives  in  voting  an  impeachment. 
(James  Buchanan). 

That  a  wanton  removal  of  meritorious  officers  by  the  President  is 
an  abuse  of  power  which  subjects  him  to  impeachment  and  removal 
from  his  own  high  trust.  (Madison). 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  prompt  and  indiscriminate  pardon  of  persons 
duly  convicted  and  sentenced  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  for 
counterfeiting  the  National  currency; 

The  attempt  to  nullify  the  act  passed  by  Congress  over  the  executive 
veto,  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Union ; 

The  suspension  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  War,  the  duties  of  which  he  had  performed  not  only  with  fidelity 
to  the  country,  but  with  distinguished  ability ; 

The  removal  of  Gen.  Sheridan,  an  accomplished  and  illustrious 
officer,  from  his  command,  at  the  instance  of  prominent  traitors  whom 
he  had  offended  by  his  faithful  execution  of  the  laws ; 

And  the  recent  proclamation  of  amnesty,  issued  as  we  believe 
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without  authority,  and  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  to  influence  and 
power  persons  who  incited  the  South  to  rebellion,  and  who  are  yet 
under  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  government  unknown  to  the  consti¬ 
tution,  which'  they  hope  to  re-establish,  are  acts  which  constitute 
prima  facia,  such  abuses  and  usurpations  of  power,  as  to  demand  the 
impeachment  and  trial  of  the  offender,  in  order  that  the  constitution 
may  be  vindicated  and  the  National  G-overnment  preserved  in  its 
integrity. 

6.  That  in  the  present  alarming  crisis  of  the  country,  we  conceive 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  use  all  proper  means  to  exclude  the  political 
influence  and  patronage  of  the  Democratic  part}7  from  all  offices 
within  the  gift  of  the  people :  and  to  that  end  we  appeal  to  the  loyal 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  attend  the  polls 
at  the  approaching  election,  and  cast  their  votes  for  the  candidates 
presented  by  the  Republican  nominating  conventions. 

7.  Resolved,  That  we  do  most  especially  and  earnestly  recommend 
the  election  of  Henry  W.  Williams,  of  Pittsburg,  to  the  Bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  as  a  learned  and  accomplished  jurist  and  a  truly 
upright  and  loyal  citizen. 

And  in  like  manner  we  recommend  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  the  election  of  M.  Russell  Thayer  as  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas;  assuring  them  that  in  Mr.  Thayer  they  have  a 
candidate  of  the  highest  legal  ability  and  of  the  purest  character,  and 
one  whose  loyalty  is  inborn  and  above  suspicion. 

8.  That  a  committee  of  fifty  members  of  the  League  he  appointed 
by  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  to  carry  into  effect  the  6th  of  these 
resolutions. 
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sophistically  arguing  away  their  plain  intent  and  purpose,  but  he 
boldly  sets  them  at  naught,  and  exercises  powers  which  have  been 
specifically  withheld  from  him.  Congress  has  earnestly  sought  to 
avoid  the  issue  which  he  is  forcing  upon  us,  but  no  ingenuity  can 
longer  delay  it.  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  Democratic  and  rebel  allies 
see  this  and  are  prepared  for  it.  Already  his  friends  are  circulating 
mysterious  whispers  of  a  coup-cPetat ;  his  leading  organ  of  the  press 
presumes  to  doubt  whether  the  Fortieth  Congress  will  ever  reassemble; 
the  air  is  thick  with  threatening  rumors ;  the  gold-market,  that  sensi¬ 
tive  barometer,  presages  the  coming  storm;  stagnation  in  trade  shows 
how  deeply  men’s  minds  are  moved  by  the  fearful  eventualities  of  the 
next  three  months.  What  is  needed  to  realize  the  worst  of  these 
forebodings  ?  Only  Democratic  success  in  the  fall  elections  ! 

If  the  ever-loyal  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  rock  against  which  the 
tempests  of  rebellious  Democracy  have  spent  their  force  in  vain, 
should  prove  recreant  to  her  well-earned  glory — if  the  great  State  of 
Pennsylvania  should  belie  her  splendid  record — what  fearful  encourage¬ 
ment  would  it  not  give  to  the  miserable  band  who  are  plotting  and 
scheming  for  the  overthrow  of  our  institutions  ?  Pennsylvania  is 
again  the  battle-ground  of  the  Union,  and  not  at  Gettysburg  were 
the  lines  more  closely  drawn  or  the  issues  more  distinctly  balanced. 
As  Meade  and  Lee  then  led  the  opposing  armies,  so  now  are  Williams 
and  Sharswood,  Thayer  and  Ludlow,  Cowell  and  Lyle  the  leaders  of 
their  respective  parties.  In  such  a  contest,  for  ends  so  momentous, 
personal  preferences  are  as  naught.  The  man  disappears  in  the  cause, 
aud  the  country  claims  the  devotion  of  every  citizen  at  the  ballot-box, 
as  she  once  claimed  his  services  in  the  field. 

Should  we,  through  fatal  apathy  and  shortsightedness,  permit  the 
enemy  to  carry  Pennsylvania,  what  hopes  can  we  have  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  ?  Our  example  would  be  contagious,  and  we  may 
well  look  forward  with  unaffected  dread  at  the  results  if  the  great 
Middle  States  should  appear  to  rally  to  the  support  of  Johnsonisra. 
Who  can  predict  the  mad  career  of  a  President  thus  encouraged  by 
the  apparent  applause  of  the  people — of  a  President  who  has  so 
obstinately  misused  and  transcended  his  powers  even  when  the  adverse 
verdicts  of  election  after  election  have  warned  him  to  desist  ?  Intoxi¬ 
cated  with  success,  there  is  scarcely  a  crime  against  the  State  which 
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may  not  in  advance  be  imputed  to  him  on  the  testimony  of  his  own 
adherents. 

Even  should  Heaven  avert  from  us  these  unimaginable  evils  which 
we  should  have  invited,  hardly  less  disastrous  would  be  the  result 
upon  the  settlement  of  all  the  great  questions  arising  from  the  war. 
Congress  is  the  representative  of  the  people ;  politicians  there  are  in 
it,  quick  to  discern  and  apt  to  magnify  the  evidences  of  apprehended 
popular  reaction.  Supported  by  the  people,  Congress  has  bravely 
withstood  the  assaults  of  the  Executive,  and  has  laid  the  foundations 
of  reconstruction  based  upon  broad  and  enduring  principles.  Aban¬ 
doned  by  the  people,  the  moral  force  of  Congress  would  be  gone. 
Doubt  and  indecision  would  take  the  place  of  firmness  and  well-con¬ 
sidered  action.  Every  rebel  would  spurn  anew  the  idea  of  submission. 
Every  hostile  element  would  unite  for  co-operation.  Anticipated 
triumph  would  draw  around  them  the  venal,  the  unprincipled,  and  the 
thoughtless,  and  with  aggregated  strength  they  would  control  the 
position.  Forcing  their  way  into  Congress,  all  possibilities  of  evil 
would  be  open  to  them.  Assumption  of  the  Confederate  debt,  re¬ 
pudiation  of  the  national  obligations,  free  trade,  desperate  tinkering 
with  the  finances,  slavery  revived  under  guise  of  peonage — such  would 
be  the  programme  before  us,  and  it  is  worse  than  useless  to  shut  our 
eyes  to  its  probability  when  a  change  in  a  little  over  one  per  cent,  of 
the  voters  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  would  give  the  prestige  of 
success  to  those  whose  principles  and  whose  policy  would  bring  about 
*  such  a  catastrophe. 

It  matters  little  to  us  as  citizens  which  of  two  eminent  jurists  shall 
sit  upon  the  bench.  It  is  absolutely  unimportant  to  us  which  of  two 
men,  both  equally  indifferent  to  us  individually,  shall  collect  the  fees 
of  the  Sheriff’s  office  or  shall  draw  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer. 
But,  by  the  sport  of  circumstances,  questions  of  the  highest  signifi¬ 
cance  that  can  affect  the  existence  of  a  great  people  underlie  these 
local  and  trivial  issues.  When  Pennsylvania  speaks,  her  voice  is 
heard  throughout  the  nation;  and  when  she  speaks  in  October,  it  will 
not  be  merely  to  decide  as  to  the  incumbents  of  local  offices.  It  is 
Andrew  Johnson  who  is  upon  trial,  and  it  is  her  voice  which  will  then 
pronounce  the  verdict. 


